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The sport of volleyball takes some of the most pinpoint execution of any sport in NCAA athletics. Yet so often it is relegated to the back page as 

even non-field related issues in the world of sports, especially football, gobble up the limelight. 

 

But the truth is that a program like LSU volleyball deserves much more recognition than they get.  

Under Coach Fran Flory, the Tigers have won seven consecutive SEC Western Division championships, highlighted by the overall conference 

championship in 2009. It is the second longest streak in league history, trailing only Florida's 14-year run at the top of the SEC's Eastern 

Division from 1995-2008. 

 

LSU volleyball has qualified for six of the last seven NCAA tournaments, one of only 25 teams in the nation to boast that distinction. They look 

forward to 2012 and to bouncing back from a slightly disappointing season in which they did not qualify for the tournament. 

 

“The season will be fun,” Flory said. “We are going to start with a great pre-conference schedule. We are going to play probably three top-10 

teams before we step on the court against an SEC opponent. A little insight into what I think this team is going to accomplish this year. I 

wouldn't have scheduled these matches if I didn't think this group was going to be special.” 

 

"I think our freshman class is going to be our biggest difference,” said senior libero Meghan Mannari. “They're coming in right off the bat in the 

summer and challenging us. They were all fighting very hard to make sure they were lifting just as much as we were lifting, running just as fast 

as us, and getting as many reps as us. I think it's really paying off for our team during preseason camp." 

 

And yet for all its past and future success on the court, it may be off the court that this program shows what it is made of. Before the Purple & 

Gold scrimmage this past Saturday, Tiger team members instructed basic volleyball skills during a free kids clinic. Coming up this season, as in 

every season, the team will support a philanthropy project. This year’s project is focused on the Capital Area Animal Welfare Society.  

 

This is part of what makes collegiate athletics great. 

 

“We started the season talking about perfection,” Flory said. “We don't expect to have a perfect season this year. We don't expect to go 

undefeated, but we expect to be perfect within our team. We expect to give everything that we can to each other, play for each other and play for 

the name that is on the front of the shirt.” 

 

The name on the front of that shirt has been in the national spotlight for the wrong reasons recently because of the popularity of its football team 

and a high-profile player being dismissed. That news even overshadows the litany of good things coming from the Tiger football program itself.  

 

But Coach Flory is well on her way to achieving perfection with these young women, despite the program’s relative anonymity. Volunteering 

and giving of themselves, as all LSU athletic programs including football do, is really the stuff that makes what happens on the court and field 

worthwhile for players and fans alike. 

 

“I think the most important thing happened this summer,” said Flory. “For the first time in my twenty-plus years of coaching, my entire team 

was here in summer school training together—lifting, running and playing. The impact that has brought into our gym has been amazing. I can't 

tell you how far ahead we are as a team. The coolest part about it is I didn't make them.  

 

“At the end of this season in December when we look ourselves in the mirror, [we will] know that we gave everything, and know that we truly 

are perfect. The start has been perfect so far.” 


