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PART 1 

Since the Bowl Championship Series’ inception in 1998, no team had ever won two BCS national titles. 

No team had ever won a national championship with two losses in a season. 

No team until a damn strong one did it to complete an improbable 2007 campaign. 

Five years later you can still scroll through the catalog of memories like photos on an IPhone. 

A month after Coach Les Miles cynically told the media to “have a great day” in response to a leaked story that alleged he was leaving to coach 

at his alma mater Michigan, a story that ESPN broke on the morning of the SEC championship game of all days, Miles’ “damn strong football 

team” whipped top-ranked Ohio State 38-24 to win the third national championship in school history and second in five years. 

It was a season marked by improbable, close victories, two triple-overtime defeats, and a near miracle on the final weekend of the regular season 

that provided the perfect alignment for LSU to reach the title game. 

It was also a year marked by one of the guttiest senior classes in school history, a group that coincidentally was the last recruiting class of former 

coach Nick Saban. 

They had to lead a team that lost four NFL first round picks and a running back that had won the SEC and Sugar Bowl MVPs in the Tigers’ 2003 

national championship season. All five had been on the offensive side of the ball. 

And they had to do all of this with three new offensive assistant coaches, including offensive coordinator. 

Needless to say, while the Tigers’ preseason ranking of No. 2 was not completely unwarranted, the fact that they ended up there at the end of the 

regular season with a shot at the championship is truly memorable. 

To No. 1…The First Time 

The Tigers had the national media gushing as they came out of the gate with a flurry. They opened the season on a rainy Thursday in Starkville, 

where they shut out the Bulldogs, 45-0, limiting Mississippi State to just 10 rushing yards on 26 carries. Senior safety Craig Steltz had three of 

LSU’s six interceptions and returned them for a total of 100 yards. 

But what you may remember is receiver Brandon LaFell’s jaw-crunching block on Zach Smith near the sideline on a Matt Flynn scramble. 

LSU had 10 days to rest before its ESPN primetime showdown with No. 9 Virginia Tech. The Tigers were never threatened in front of of 92,739 

at Tiger Stadium, driving right down the field on the Hokies’ vaunted defense for two 80-plus yard touchdown drives to start the game. LSU 

rolled from there, 48-7. 

But what you may remember is ESPN analyst Lee Corso joking at halftime that LSU could play in the NFL. 

After a 44-0 victory over Middle Tennessee State, LSU beat No. 14 South Carolina 28-16 on a wet Saturday afternoon in Tiger Stadium, 

surrendering a late Carolina touchdown that made the score look closer than it really was. 

But what you may remember is the play of the game  that would go on to be selected as the ESPN/Pontiac Game Changing Performance for 

Week 4 and help bolster the growing legend of the ‘Mad Hatter’ Les Miles. Miles called for a fake field goal perfectly executed when 

quarterback and holder Flynn tossed an over-the-head, no-look toss that fell perfectly into the waiting arms of kicker Colt David, who ran it in 

for the touchdown. 

You also may remember the ol’ ball coach Steve Spurrier being caught on CBS smiling and shaking his head afterwards on the South Carolina 

sideline. It may have even felt like a small semblance of vindication for all those tricks he’d pulled out of his sleeve when he coached at Florida. 

LSU struggled a bit while wearing alternate uniforms in a 34-9 victory over Tulane at the Louisiana Superdome. Those could be memorable or 

forgettable, depending on your viewpoint. But you may remember that the win over the Green Wave lifted the Tigers past USC into the No. 1 

ranking in the AP poll for the first of three separate occasions that season. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDKVvILygXY
http://www.myspace.com/video/joe70817/lsu-fake-field-goal-2007/44310834
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=lsu+alternate+uniforms+tulane&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=624&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=LGWKpz4Iu74idM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sportable.com/2007/10/04/sonnys-stylewatch-lsu-pays-tribute-to-new-orleans/&docid=-YGKymze-evnfM&imgurl=http://www.sportable.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/10/lsu-custom.jpg&w=330&h=254&ei=s6rtT_PtOYym8gTsjOWGAg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=302&sig=110374749150004799484&page=1&tbnh=135&tbnw=175&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:90&tx=115&ty=15


And so it would be this week’s top-ranked team hosting the defending national champions, the Florida Gators, on Saturday October 6. It would 

prove to be a showdown with more things to remember than pictures an IPhone can store. Just give Tim Tebow a call if you’ve forgotten. 

 

PART 2 

The Florida Game 

It was that big. 

It became the toughest ticket in the history of Tiger Stadium. 

In some circles it has even been called the best college football game of the decade. 

Even Mike VI made his Death Valley debut for this one. 

First of all, this was not just about 2007. One season earlier, it was the LSU-Florida winner—namely the Gators—that would largely determine 

who Oklahoma’s opponent would be in the 2006 BCS National Championship game. 

It was a game in which LSU’s self-inflicted wounds did just as much as Florida did to beat them. A safety on a kickoff involving sure-handed 

Early Doucet ring a bell? 

Chris Leak, Tim Tebow, and Florida, of course, won that championship, and LSU was left with the consolation prize of a Sugar Bowl trouncing 

of Notre Dame, a No. 3 national ranking, and the distinction of being one of the best Tiger football teams ever despite not having won any of the 

division, conference, or national championships. 

So there was more than just this year’s championship chase on the line on October 6, 2007. There was a sense of reconciliation with a game and 

national championship the Tigers felt like they missed out on the year before. 

One of those scores to settle was with Mr. Tebow. It did not go unnoticed by Tiger players and fans that he took it upon himself to become The 

Swamp’s biggest cheerleader in celebrating touchdowns in the 2006 game, or any game, for that matter. 

So the LSU student body, if you remember, welcomed Tebow to Tiger Stadium by somehow getting his cell phone number and sending him 

hundreds of texts and messages the week leading up to the game. Things like where to get a good catfish dinner or find the best churches in 

Baton Rouge, for sure. 

The game was so big that both the CBS Early Show and ESPN College Game Day staged their programs on the LSU campus. It was the second 

time already in 2007 that Game Day set up shop in Baton Rouge. 

LSU. No. 1 in the AP poll for the first time since 1959. 

Florida. Defending national champions. With a quarterback so easy to hate. 

Tiger fans were perhaps ready for a coronation instead of a war. 

But you may remember that it was the Gators who looked like kings in controlling most of the game. You may even remember thinking there 

was no way LSU could overcome Tebow, who was unstoppable in his first true road test as a starter. 

He made sure to let the LSU student body know what he thought of their little week-long prank too. After scoring to put the Gators up 10-0, you 

may remember him gesturing to the fans as if he had a cell phone, mouthing the words, “Call me.” 

It was the first of three separate times in which the Gators held a 10-point lead. This game just didn’t seem winnable. 

Especially after Tebow and Florida, after the crowd had just gone bonkers when they heard from the public address announcer that the coaches’ 

poll’s top-ranked team, USC, had just been upset by Stanford, and after LSU scored to grind to within three at 17-14, took all of three plays to 

carve up the LSU defense and score yet again. 

You may remember thinking this game wasn’t winnable when usually reliable Colt David missed two field goals of 43 and 37 yards, one that 

could have pulled the Tigers to within seven at 24-17. Surely that second miss was the clincher for pessimistic Tiger fans absolutely sure that 

their team would spend only one week as the nation’s top team in the AP poll, its first such ranking since a year after Billy Cannon’s Halloween 

run. 

But… 



You may remember that the Tigers scored two touchdowns on fourth-down plays, another after pulling off a fake field goal, and yet another after 

having converted three fourth down plays previously on the drive. 

If you know football you know based on just that how close LSU came to actually getting shut out in this game. 

But you also know that that’s what made this game so great. 

But even if you forget all of this, all the little details, there are two things—two men—you should remember even forty years from now: Les 

Miles and Jacob Hester. 

First of all, it took the head coach to actually make the call to go for it on fourth down five times in the game, including three times in an eight-

minute, 15-play drive that spanned 60 yards that gave the Tigers their first lead of the game. 

And it took Hester to keep converting each one by seemingly the nose of the football to make his coach a gambler and not a goat. 

Miles even passed up a chip shot field goal from the Florida 6, putting the ball in Hester’s hands on fourth down one last time. The senior 

running back went easy on his coach a few plays later, when he scored the game winning points on third down. 

Legendary. 

You may remember thinking what Miles might have done had his bell cow not crossed the endzone on that third down play. 

And you probably know the answer to that now. 

“We pretty much knew it was going to be a chance to win the game,” Hester said. “Coach Miles said, ‘I believe in you. I don’t want a tie. I want 

to go out and win this thing.’ When your head coach has that kind of respect and trust in you, you want to prove something to him.” 

“I gamble more than you think,” Miles said with a knowing grin on his face. “Their offense is a possession offense.… They keep the ball. We 

knew if we got some fourth-down opportunities, we knew [we] were going to make those calls. We were going to make ‘em. We just knew 

that.” 

You may remember Florida players crying after the game, and Coach Urban Meyer calling the game “very frustrating.” 

You may even remember that the Gators repaid LSU in a big way the next season in The Swamp after Meyer showed film of the 2007 game 

over and over to his players. 

And that Florida took their turn in winning the 2008 national championship. 

But on this night and for this year, it was LSU’s time. The coronation didn’t happen as Tiger fans had anticipated, but the crown most certainly 

followed the war. Greatest game of the decade? Hard to say. But the passion behind 2007 LSU-Florida is the reason the game of college football 

is played in the first place, for sure. 

 

PART 3 

Losing Control 

The Florida game was the climax of the 2007 season. 

Unlike 2003, when the climax came at the end of the season and LSU’s title-winning victories over Georgia and Oklahoma, the 2007 Tigers 

were never the same dominant team after winning arguably the greatest college football game of the decade. 

It’s not like “everything was downhill from there,” as the adage goes, but the 43-37 triple-overtime loss at Kentucky the week after beating the 

Gators was an indication of struggles to come. 

It also knocked LSU out of its brief stay at the top of the rankings. 

You may remember Andre Woodson and the Wildcats carving up the Tiger defense for 27 points in regulation and erasing a 13-point third 

quarter deficit, and wondering what in the world happened to that defense that was playing Mississippi St. and Virginia Tech earlier in the 

year. The slight falloff of the Tiger D the rest of the season was as perplexing as it had been for Kentucky fans the last time LSU left town with a 

certain Blue Grass Miracle win in 2002. 

You may still be feeling Charles Scott’s tears. 

http://scores.espn.go.com/ncf/recap?gameId=272790099


A week later No. 5 LSU was down 17-7 at halftime to No. 17 Auburn but eventually came back to win on a 22-yard touchdown pass from Matt 

Flynn to Demetrius Byrd, leaving just one second on the clock. 

Thrilling and clutch for sure, but what you may not remember is how the national media blasted Miles for forgoing a potential tying 39-yard 

field goal to gamble on the victory. The truth is this: Under NCAA rules, the clock keeper allows the clock to run when a reception is made in 

the endzone until the official on the field gives the touchdown signal. Had Byrd dropped the pass, the clock keeper would have stopped the clock 

immediately upon the ball hitting the ground, which would have left the Tigers with about four seconds on the clock and a chance to run another 

play, which presumably would have been a field goal attempt. 

A little something the “experts” apparently didn’t remember. And inexplicitly still don’t, a mistake against Miles Tiger fans should never make. 

You may also remember senior receiver Early Doucet returning from a five-game absence due to an injury and making an immediate impact. 

Or the chop block on Glenn Dorsey and how he was never the same again. 

And then there was Alabama. 

Dubbed the Saban Bowl because so many of the now-Tide coach’s former recruits still played for LSU, the game turned out to be one of the 

classic games of 2007 with as many twists and turns as the Florida game. You may remember that this close affair almost wasn’t, as LSU 

jumped out to a 17-3 lead. 

But if you remember that then you remember that once again LSU’s vaunted defense went absent as the Tide scored 24 unanswered points to 

take a 10-point lead late in the third quarter. 

But then you might remember Flynn’s perfect 61-yard strike to Byrd for a touchdown, and how the Tiger punt team seemed to open the Crimson 

Sea for Javier Arenas to take it 61 yards to the house to break a 27-27 tie. 

You may remember 4th and 4 and a 32-yard tying touchdown from Doucet. You may still be wondering what he had on his fingers to catch that 

bullet from Flynn. 

And then of course the Chad Jones blitz. The John Parker Wilson fumble. The Jacob Hester leap and twist in the air for the game-winning score. 

No. 3 LSU 41. No. 17 Alabama 34. You may remember wanting to vomit at just the thought of it being Saban to be the one to put the final nail 

in the Tigers’ national title hopes. 

What you may not have known is that Miles was presented with the game ball by his players after the game, like Cholly Mac after his victory 

over former LSU coach Paul Dietzel in 1966. 

You may not remember LSU drubbing Louisiana Tech 58-10. But you may remember being frustrated yet again with a Tiger defense that 

couldn’t seem to stop a lowly Ole Miss team despite a 41-24 victory. 

You may remember being worried about a post-Thanksgiving day hangover against Darren McFadden, Felix Jones, and Arkansas six days later. 

You may remember that LSU was again ranked No.1 by virtue of the Tech victory, but that somehow the Razorbacks were going to push that 

top ranking for everything it was worth. 

You may remember being right. Triple-overtime. Arkansas 50. LSU 48. 

You may remember thinking how much more you hated Houston Nutt than Nick Saban. 

It was the end of the national championship run. The image of a despondent Matt Flynn sitting on the turf with his head down while Arkansas 

players celebrated wildly behind him may still be etched in the memories of Tiger fans everywhere. 

Despite what shockers were to come on the landscape of college football. Despite what miracles were to come for the Tigers. 

 

PART 4 

One Fortunate Ending 

The LSU Tigers were No. 7 in the BCS rankings. Left for dead. They’d lost at home to Arkansas. They’d blown their shot at a national 

championship. 

They were even ranked behind Virginia Tech, whom they’d drubbed 48-7 early in the season. 

You may remember thinking that was unfair, but really, what was there to gain from being ranked higher if you were not in the top two? 



Plus there was still a little game called the SEC Championship to be played. 

And a little problem with the media coach Les Miles had. 

You may remember him calling an unprecedented press conference the morning of the game, responding in vitriol to an ESPN report that he was 

leaving LSU to coach at Michigan. 

If you don’t remember what he said then you might not be an LSU fan. It might not have been a great day for the media, but it sure was for 

Miles’ damn strong football team. 

You may remember that it was Ryan Perrilloux replacing the injured Matt Flynn and a Jonathan Zenon interception return for a touchdown that 

led the Tigers to the SEC Championship. You may remember thinking that the team would be in good hands with Perrilloux in 2008. 

And you may remember wanting to forget everything that followed in 2008. 

But what happened on the college football landscape outside of the Georgia Dome in Atlanta was the real news. You may have forgotten that it 

was Pittsburgh who went into Morgantown and upset second-ranked West Virginia to throw the whole top 10 and the national championship 

picture into chaos. 

You may remember watching that game and doing the calculations. Surely Georgia couldn’t make it. They didn’t even win the SEC. Surely 

Virginia Tech couldn’t make it. Not ahead of LSU. 

You may have forgotten that while you were figuring all of this, the officials calling the Pitt-West Virginia game seemed to be trying their 

hardest to get the Mountaineers into the title game. You may still be looking for those holding calls on Pitt. 

But undoubtedly you are still reaping the glory as a Tiger fan from the results of that fateful Saturday. Because when all was said and done, it 

was LSU rising from No. 7 to No. 2 and into the national championship game opposite top-ranked Ohio State. 

It’s all history, of course. Every Tiger fan knows that LSU won. That it fell behind 10-0 and scored 31 unanswered points to throttle the 

Buckeyes. That Early Doucet was flexing and Ali Highsmith was flying and offensive coordinator Gary Crowton was emptying the kitchen sink. 

That Flynn, after waiting his turn behind top NFL draft pick JaMarcus Russell for three years, was the one to lead the LSU Tigers to their third 

national championship with a game MVP performance. 

Everyone knows this and yet you may not believe that already five years have passed. 

It’s almost time to cheer on another powerful LSU team who has national championship aspirations. It’s almost time for tailgating and yelling at 

the television and questioning everything our crazy coach does. It’s almost time to do as he said to his wife Kathy after that championship 

winning night five years ago: “Let’s go have some fun.” 

Yes, 2012 is upon us, the faces of the team are vastly different, and there are more memories to be made. 

But it’s always fun to remember. 

 

 

 


