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*Choose a song about love and evaluate its effectiveness and style 

Beaten and Broken 

There are so many emotions that a person can feel. Most, like anger and jealousy, are self-involved 

and often selfish. They thrive on immediate reactions and often carry on because a person is too proud or 

embarrassed to let them go. In other words, they usually do not grip you and make it impossible to 

escape. There is one emotion, however, that does seem to be all-powerful and unforgiving; it is called 

love. Love is so powerful because it can bring a person extreme happiness one day but then crush his or 

her heart the next. The music industry has been highly successful  in creating songs about the hardships 

and the emptiness of lost love. In 1991, the grunge metal band, Pearl Jam, composed what has since 

become my favorite song, Black. It provides a grim account of the lead singer’s bout with heartbreak, and 

ultimately says that love is not worth the trouble. With clever symbolism and a dream melody, Black 

scores big2 with its tale of love, bitterness, and heartache. 

In Black, lead singer Eddie Vedder gives love a shot but when his girl leaves him, so goes his heart. 

After the break-up he finds himself confused and bitter, towards the girl but more so towards life and its 

unfairness. Vedder, emotionally beaten and broken, confesses he will never get over his loss, and that 

despair will fill his heart the rest of his life. 

The song begins in a peaceful manner, with Vedder, fondly remembering the past and all the love 

and happiness he once shared with his girlfriend. He compares her to “untouched sheets of clay”, and says 

his whole life “revolved around her soul”. Immediately we picture the girl as delicate and innocent, 

perfect in Vedder’s eyes. It is quite evident that she means everything to him, and he would have done 

anything for her. Like Vedder, we often view our loved ones as flawless and wonderful, immune from 

any fallacies.3 It is like only love we feel exists, and nothing short of losing that love could ever 

extinguish the joy. 

                                                           
1 Connelly 
2 Connelly thought this was a weak verb phrase. I agree, although I remember wanting to use the word “score” 

because of the music idea. 
3 Connelly suggested the word “faults.” Indeed. 



The song’s opening fairy tale is brief, and a sudden groan in Vedder’s voice introduces an entirely 

different mood. Vedder is confused and bitter, claiming he “taught her…everything” about love and 

happiness in life. He is angered that she could take all the love he had given her and throw it right back in 

his face. Vedder feels she owes him something since everything she has learned has been through him. 

Love does seem to bind two people into one, and when one backs out, it can seem to be betrayal. But 

what we must realize is that our loved ones act in certain ways because they want to, not out of repayment 

for our actions. 

In the second verse, the music and Vedder’s voice again mellow as in the beginning. The lyrics 

themselves have nothing to do with love, but it is this irrelevance that sets the basis for its meaning. When 

Vedder takes “a walk outside” and is “surrounded by some kids at play”, he illustrates is4 aimless and 

uncaring attitude towards life. This wandering of the mind is very real when we are heartbroken over lost 

love. The world seems to be so unimportant and the only thing we can do to pass the time is feel sorry for 

ourselves. 

It is after this verse that the song rushes into its passionate high. At this point Vedder seems to be on 

the verge of a nervous breakdown with “twisted thought spinning around (his) head”.5 He cannot escape 

the thoughts of the past. In what directly symbolizes the title, Vedder realizes “how quick the sun can 

drop away”. It is in losing our loved ones that we finally realize what we had. Vedder did not notice how 

happy and bright his days were until the light that brightened them was taken away, turning his world to 

darkness, turning it to black. It is a shame that we do not appreciate our loved ones more. All we know is 

that when there6 gone, everything seems to turn grimmer. 

This darkening theme is carried out in the next symbol, but in this one we find out that Vedder has 

given up, and that the despair and hopelessness he now feels will last forever. He cries “black tattooed all 

I see, all that I am, all I’ll be”. This is about as low as depressed person can go. Just as a tattoo is 

permanent, so is the pain and hopelessness in his heart. It has affected the way he sees the world, the way 

he sees himself, and the way he sees his future. I do not necessarily agree with this attitude; I feel time 

heals all wounds. But I have witnessed friends who have these feelings that life as they know it is over 

and they will never recover from the hole that was once their heart. Little anyone says can do anything to 

change their minds; if they don’t want to get out of the rut, they simply won’t. 

                                                           
4 his 
5 This is not a correct direct quote. I likely did this because it was too difficult to piecemeal the quotation together 

and still keep the punch of the sentence strong.  
6 They’re, their, and there. 



One of the most interesting aspects about this work is that after all the trauma and anger, Vedder 

ends the song by crying out directly to his lost love. He “knows someday (she’ll) have a beautiful life”. 

He calls her “a star” but knows she will be “in somebody else’s sky”. In one futile, final cry to his long 

lost love, he begs, “why can’t it be mine?” He compares his life and the life of his ex-mate’s future 

husband to skies, and that she is the little bundle of light that unfortunately will not be in his. This is my 

favorite symbol of the song, and the fact that his last words are these make them all the more powerful. 

This emotionally-energized ballad is saying that love is beautiful while it lasts, but the pain 

experienced after the break-up is too much to handle. We all must take the risk of losing if we are to find 

our true love for life. The words in Black are not a rallying cry for me in my life, but they do represent a 

great number of people. One of those people is obviously Eddie Vedder, who testifies that the bitterness 

and heartache in love just are not worth the trouble. 

 

All quoted lines were cited from the following: 

Pearl Jam. “Black”. Ten. Compact Disc. Epic/Associated, 1991. 

 


