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A wedding and a shot at making an NBA basketball team. 

It's been one cool summer for former LSU Tiger Justin Hamilton. 

But for all its coolness, the heat is now on for the 6'11 center from Utah. 

Hamilton's dreams continued to come true when he was drafted in the 2012 NBA draft a couple weeks ago. It took several days for the wonder 

of draft night to settle in, even after his initial press conference introducing him as the newest member of the world champion Miami Heat.  

"I'm still kind of in a shock," Hamilton said. "It's slowly sinking in. It's great, and I can't wait to be a part of this." 

But for all its dream-like quality, draft night was just the beginning. Now the hard work must begin again in earnest if Hamilton is to stick with 

the Heat. 

Unlike first-round picks, players chosen in the second and final round of the NBA draft are not assured a pro contract. Teams can cut a player at 

any point this summer, leaving them as free agents searching for a team. Teams can also help players get set up with a another team overseas and 

closely monitor their development. 

That is the position the former LSU center is in as he embarks on a week-long summer excursion in Las Vegas where he will be trying to 

impress the Miami Heat executives. In fact, one reason Hamilton left LSU early was because he finished his degree in sociology and had 

planned to go play overseas. A dream-come-true on draft night changed all that, although eventually playing overseas for at least a year is still 

very likely for Hamilton. 

“Now the real work begins,” he said. “It’s just a matter of showing what I can do to help the Heat.” 

Joining Hamilton in Las Vegas will be a player he will be competing with--Dexter Pittman, a third year man out of Texas who was also a second 

round pick of the Heat in 2010. 

Pittman is entering the final year of a three-year contract and obviously has experience over Hamilton. But if Hamilton can bulk up and keep his 

feathery shooting touch, he could prove to be a more valuable commodity in Miami in the long run. 

"They (the Miami coaches) like the way I shoot the ball, the way I'm a big player and can take up a lot of room. They liked how hard I worked 

and how hard I played." 

Hamilton likened his situation to a walk-on at the college level trying to earn a scholarship. He also grew up in a highly athletic and competitive 

family. His father Larry played for BYU's 1984 national championship football team, and his mother Tami was a two-time all-conference 

volleyball player for the Cougars and set an NCAA single-season record for assists. 

And of course, he's also getting married in August, when the heat is at its peak. 

Needless to say, trials and challenges are nothing new to Hamilton. 

"Ever since I started playing basketball in high school, that's how it's been, everybody has kind of written me off," Hamilton said. "It doesn't 

really affect me just because I know what I have to do. It's about what the NBA guys thought I was. It's not what everybody else thought." 

It's going to be tough for Hamilton, but with his work ethic and skill set, he certainly is not as long of a shot to make an NBA career for himself 

like some people around the league think. And if that heat proves too hot, there's always life after college basketball and a marriage to focus on. 

Either way, from an outsider's perspective, the heat on Hamilton seems really cool. 

 


